
EasterEasterEasterEaster    
He Arose Again 

So I Might Experience Eternal Life 
“By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.” 

I Corinthians 6:14 
 

It is hard for me to imagine Jesus' tone of voice other than touched with quiet 
laughter. - "Mary... ." 

Just the sound of her name spoken by the Master began Mary's own resurrection 
story. Jesus was not stolen, but risen. And He had risen for her. 

The stories of Mary and the others who personally encountered Jesus on 
Resurrection morning are among the all-time favorites for Christians. These stories 
speak to us of hope, of new beginnings, of victory over tears and disappointment, of 
eventual triumph over death, and of joy. Most of all, they remind of us of who we are: 
We belong to Him, and He to us. We are the people of Resurrection morning, when 
new life in Christ prevailed over violence, and the age of amazing grace began. 

But have you ever noticed how quietly the grace of Easter arrived? No angelic 
choirs heralded Jesus' return from the grave. No foreign dignitaries arrived bearing 
gifts. No voice thundered from heaven. 

The sounds of the Resurrection are different. They are much more personal: 
• Muffled voices at dawn, the sound of sandals passing the streets; 
• Her name hanging in the morning air, and Mary's gasp of recognition; 
• Peter and John whispering as they hurry back to town - wondering, hoping, 

wanting so much to believe; 
• Three men walking together toward Emmaus, talking quietly among 

themselves - two heartbroken at the death of a dream, the third trying to 
restore their hope; 

• Ten hushed disciples waiting in the upper room - fearful, uncertain what to 
do next, when Jesus appears in their midst and says, "Peace be with you." 

 
After all the public pronouncements at Jesus' birth, the tumult of His life, and the 

public horror of His death, I must confess that I like the peace and quiet of Easter 
Morning. The Resurrection unfolds entirely in a series of intimate conversations 
between Jesus and His followers. It's all family business. As He did with Mary, Jesus 
rises for each of us and calls us by name. The promise is for everyone, but the 
experience of Easter is only for those who believe and have longed for His appearing. 
 

(Excerpted from Chapter Twenty, "A Violent Grace" © 2010, Michael Card) 
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OrderOrderOrderOrder    of Serviceof Serviceof Serviceof Service    
� Opening Prayer 
� Worship Singing 
� Bible Reading – Isaiah 53:1 – 6 

These verses describe for us the Lord Jesus when came to the earth 2000 years ago. 
They tell us that He was ordinary in appearance, just as any other person. His 
humanity was  highlighting for us the full extent to which He would identify 
with those whom He came to save (Phil 2:6, 7). He was familiar with suffering, 
despised and rejected by people. The punishment that was due us was put upon 
Him. He was smitten by God! Our sin is that we have turned away from God, 
each to our own way, and the judgement of God for this was put upon the Lord 
Jesus. 
 

� Worship Singing 
� Bible Reading – Isaiah 53:7 – 9 

These words remind us of the words of Jesus when He said, “I am the Good 
Shepherd; the Good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.” (John 10:11). Jesus 
willingly laid down His life (John 10:18). He did not kick and scream in protest, 
but out of a desire to do His Father’s will and a great love for His people, He 
willingly laid down His life. He was hung between two common criminals, but 
was buried in the tomb of a rich man – both a fulfilment of verse 9. All this He 
took upon Himself, even though He Himself deserved nothing! 
 

� Worship Singing 
� Bible Reading – Isaiah 53:10 – 12 

These amazing words tell us that the suffering and death of Christ were part of 
God’s plan. It was not an accident, or a plan gone wrong because of wicked 
people (Acts 2:23). However, His death was not an end in itself. It was a means to 
end – He rose again, so that all those who trust in Him will also be raised to life. 
The Lord Jesus rose and ascended into heaven, where He sits in the seat of power, 
at the right hand of God. From there He reigns and rules over all creation. One 
day He will return and firmly establish His rule over all that is rightfully His! 
 

� Worship Singing & Open prayer 
� Communion Passage 1 Cor 11:23 – 28 
� Distribution of the Bread & Cup (Eat the bread individually & Drink the cup 

together) 
� Worship Singing 
� Closing prayer 

Communion Communion Communion Communion GuidelinesGuidelinesGuidelinesGuidelines    

� Please assign someone to bring unleavened bread (Chappati/ Roti) and grape 
juice (Real or Tropicana) 

� Fill a jar (jug) with the juice and place the Bread (unbroken) along with it on 
a centre table 

� Read 1 Cor 11:23 – 26 and then allow 2 minutes of quiet reflection before 
you go to the table. 

� Read 1 Cor 11:24, and then the leader should take the bread and break it 
into pieces (bite size). Read and pause so that you can break the bread into a 
number of pieces.  

� Pass the bread around and allow time for each person to pray and eat. 
� Read 1 Cor 11:25, then take the jar and pour the “wine” into cups. Any cups 

will do (except disposable) and husbands and wives can share a cup. Pour out 
just enough for two full sips. 

� Hold your cups and drink together – “Proclaiming the Lord’s death until He 
returns.” 

 
General GuidelinesGeneral GuidelinesGeneral GuidelinesGeneral Guidelines    

� Assign someone to lead the singing time 
� Here is a suggested list of songs you can use. Songs (with song numbers) 

taken from ‘Come let us sing’ chorus book. 
o 18 – Meekness & Majesty 
o 51 – Hosanna, Hosanna (Hosanna means ‘Save us’) 
o 164 – You are my strength 
o 178 – Crown Him with many crowns 
o 195 – Jesus keep me near the cross 
o 196 – The old rugged cross 
o 14 - Blessing and Honour 
o 10 – For this purpose Christ was revealed 

� Assign different people before hand to read the Scripture portions 
� After each reading the leader can say a few words on that reading 
� Give time for open prayer and encourage as many as possible to pray in 

thanksgiving 
� The Easter section is a brief article that people can keep and read for 

themselves on Easter. 
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