Do you have a background in business? Business is one key that we can
use to reach people who have never heard about Jesus. Called ‘Business
as Mission’, the Ansari people are such a people group who can be reached
through the tool of business.

About the Ansari

Where are they located?  The Ansari reside
primarily in Afganistan, India and Thailand.
The Ansari are predominately artisans by trade
& are mostly poor & illiterate. The weaving of
silk is a common trade skill of these people.
The Ansari are Muslim who practice folk Islam
which incorporates many superstitions into their
observance of the religion. There are few fol-
lowers of Christ among the Ansaris. The friendliness of the Ansaris can open
doors for believers to develop closeness with them & opportunities to share
the gospel.

Did you know that 41% of the world is unreached? T  hat is,
they have never heard the message of Jesus in their own lan-
guage or cultural context?

Did you know that India has the greatest amount of unreached
people groups in the world — 2,223?

That's about 90% of the population. Less than 2% a re evan-
gelical Christians.

Needs:
. For more contact with genuine believers, who will faithfully speak truth
into their lives

Most are poor & exploited by rich middle men. They work hard, for
little return. Many of their children cannot go to school because they
need to work. Like many, they need justice displayed in their lives.

Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Wor-
ship is. Missions exists because worship doesn't.
God’s passion is to be known and honored and wor- |
shipped among all the peoples. To worship him is to
share that passion for his supremacy among the

nations.
Challenges: _ o In heaven there will be no missions; only worship. Gathered around the throne
. It is a challenge to _share t_he truth of Christ, as they have a built-in bias will be worshipers from every tribe and tongue and people and nation
against Jesus. Wisdom is needed for how to remove the obstacles (Revelation 7:7). Thus the goal of missions will have been accomplished. But
against the truth & to speak in a way that makes sense to their way of until that is the case, true worshipers who have tasted the goodness of the Lord
thinking. will not be content until they have invited the nations to join them in the feast.
It is a challenge to earn the trust of the Ansari, so that those sharing
Jesus are seen as viable messenger worth listening to. It is important Worship is an expansive and a contagious joy, and thus it becomes the fuel for
for messengers to be respected and earn the right to be heard. missions. A shared joy is a doubled joy. Gladness in God will produce in us the
same yearnings felt by the psalmist, “Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all
Prayer from hands-on worker amongst the Ansari: the peoples praise you! Let the nations be glad and sing for joy” (Psalm 67:3-4).
That God would send people to work among them so that mass, broad Our hearts’ desire is to join Jesus and the Father in their pursuit of true worship-

sowing can take place ers (John 4:23).

That God would do a great work in the hearts of those who hear
For local churches to concentrate prayer on this people group & for
faithful prayer warriors to emerge

- John Piper



Nate Saint, a missionary martyr in South America, once said,
“| would rather die now than live a life
of oblivious ease in so sick a world.”

Soon after that he died for his faith, but a church was planted be-
cause of his death & the eternal destiny of a whole people was
changed. His death, as his life, was not a waste. Others live out
such an example for us. Matthew & Latha, based in Duncan Hos-
pital, Raxaul, are such a couple.

It has been almost 17 yrs. & our life’s ship continues to sail on the sea
of cross-cultural medical missions; a journey that started at the southern
tip of India & has ended at the opposite end. It has been an exciting yet
life-shaping odyssey. At different but definitive points in our lives we both
had clear calls to use our dental skills among the poor & marginalized.
Moreover, Jesus’ great work of salvation in our lives obligated us to
respond to the call of witnessing for Him in our work place, where the
needs were great in all areas, especially spiritually.

Both of us come from Kerala & graduated in Dental surgery a year apart.
In 1993 we were introduced by mutual family friends who knew of our
shared vision, which resulted in us getting married. Our honeymoon was
in the obscure but rustic town of Raxaul. Little did we know that our fu-
ture lay in this little town! We have been here for the last 17 yrs, & what
a journey it has been, one we would never lament repeating! We have
learnt numerous lessons & have had varied experiences, which only one
can have in situations like ours. Life with God is definitely interesting!

Experiencing His faithfulness at all times & in every situation has been
the hallmark of this journey. We can testify that “The Lord is no man’s
debtor”. We have never regretted taking this ‘road less traveled.” In-
deed, we have received far more than we have given up. For every
need, both as a family & as an institution, God has, from his riches in
heaven, supplied all our needs. Working in a context like ours gives us
enough challenges yet we have closely experienced our God at work in
& through us.

We have witnessed miraculous healings of impossible cases & seen lives
touched by to the gospel. We have seen communities transformed;
women & children empowered through our involvement in the commu-
nity.

Missions means sharing our lives & experiences, as well as investing in
others. Through this we have enjoyed friendships & connections that we
could have never imagined if we had traveled the usual path. We have
been blessed personally in seeing the impossible being made possible.
Rachel our daughter is one example of this. She is a miracle kid, as we
did not expect to have children. But, as a result of the prayers of many —
both known & unknown friends — the Lord gave us Rachel.

Friends, missions enables ordinary people to experience & accomplish
extraordinary things. We are ordinary dentists whom the Lord used to
pioneer dental missions & coach many young dentists into rural dentistry.
We have learned to expand our limited resources as well as be resource-
ful with what we have.

There is never a dull day in missions - lives being touched, situations that
challenge, needs that emerge daily, perseverance tested in waiting for
the Lord’s timing, breakthroughs in adverse circumstances. It is exciting
to be in HIS vineyard! It's true, there are some things we miss: The fun &
eateries, the ice creams & the malls, etc. In a rural town barbeques &
potlucks, family occasions & impromptu fellowships are the entertain-
ment. A different kind of richness!

And so we ask, “What can we say to a |3
generation that is passionate & always on [
the move?” Come & be a part of, not a |i
move, but a movement, because mission § -.-;', >
is a movement of the Lord in communi- [
ties & individuals. Such a movement that {8
requires a radical commitment but reaps [958

a matchless reward.




